
November Vodcast 2019 

Hello, I am Debbi Burdick, the very proud superintendent of the Cave Creek 

Unified School District. This school year, I am focusing my vodcasts on our 

schools and departments as we always have exciting updates to share. 

This month, I am highlighting Desert Willow Elementary School, an 

International Spanish Academy.  DWES has pre-school through 6th grades 

and includes Spanish Immersion Preschool. As in all of our elementary 

schools, special area classes include art—including an Artist in Residence, 

physical education, music, which includes ukulele instruction,  and for 

intermediate students—band. Like all schools in CCUSD, classroom teachers 

infuse learning with technology tools. All students learn Spanish at DWES 

either in a FLEX program (Foreign Language Experience) or in Spanish 

Immersion, where students can be added into a kindergarten lottery for 

admittance to the program.  In Spanish Immersion, students spend half 

their day with a English speaking teacher and half their day with a native 

Spanish speaker. 

DWES has the distinction of being the first school to have a Spanish 

Immersion Program—a school within the school—in the state of Arizona.  

This acclaimed program has been replicated all over the state of Arizona and 

extends in CCUSD onto Sonoran Trails Middle School.  At Cactus Shadows 

High School, the students who have been through the Spanish Immersion 

Program, typically advance to higher level world language classes and many 

learn a third language while in our high school, culminating with earning the 

CCUSD and AZ Seals of Bi-Literacy for their high school diploma. 

DWES is led by Principal Staci Wiese and supported by an effective and 

active Parent Teacher Organization. To schedule a tour and learn more about 

this established school community located at 4322 E. Desert Willow 

Parkway, Cave Creek, AZ, please call 480-575-2804. 

Thank you for listening and I look forward to seeing you in our schools!  

 


